The most celebrated work of historical writing in English, if one sets aside Sellar and Yeatman's 1066 and All That,1 is probably Edward Gibbon's The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Like many classics, it perhaps has obeisance paid to it more often than it is actually read. Some years ago I gave a paper in London on Gibbon,2 in the course of which I asked how many of my audience had read the book right through. Four The dynasty remained important for legitimisation purposes, but its actual power tended to be concentrated more and more in just the area around the capital. In the rest of the country, warlords -whether Mongol or Chinese -ruled, in most cases continuing to profess allegiance to the emperor. However, it does seem that there was a moment when everything appeared to be coming back under control. In 1354 the principal minister, Chancellor of the Right Toghto, took personal command of a major expedition against rebel forces, laying siege to the city of Kao-yu, refuge of the leading rebel Chang Shih-ch'eng. "Had the siege of Kao-yu in fact forced Chang Shi-ch'eng's surrender, which was all but inevitable, the 
